Evaluation of a new vaccination program for infants born to HBsAg-positive mothers in Stockholm County.
To overcome previous shortcomings in the routines for prophylaxis to newborns of hepatitis B infected pregnant women, we established a new program in 2005. This program combined monovalent hepatitis B vaccine at birth and at one month with three doses of hexavalent vaccine, including a hepatitis B vaccine component, at 3, 5 and 12 months, respectively. The hexavalent vaccine and follow-up serologies were administered at the well baby clinics. Three hundred and eighty babies born to 356 HBsAg positive mothers (9% HBeAg positive), were evaluated. Twenty-two children were lost to follow-up, 329 of the remaining 358 children (92%) completed follow-up serology at ages 13-18 months, with protective anti-HBs levels in 99%. For comparison, in a previous cohort from 2000 to 2001, only 63% completed follow-up serology. We conclude that the adherence to the new program was good and that it resulted in a very high rate of protective antibody levels.